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McKinney-Vento Subgrant Competition
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
Updated 1/22/2026


1. When using subgrant funding what percentage can be used for salaries?
You may use a part or the full amount of the funding for salaries. 

2. How much of the subgrant funding can be used for transporting students to and from school?
Only 10% of the subgrant funding can be used for the excess cost of transporting a child to and from the school of origin. 

3. The majority of our needs are transportation, as I assumed most counties. In my training notes, I wrote that we cannot request more than 10% of the grant for transportation. Is this correct, or did I misunderstand?
The 10% refers to the excess cost a district incurs in transporting a student to and from school. Thus, only 10% of subgrant funding can be allocated to the "excess transportation" cost as transportation is a requirement of the LEA. Other transportation needs, such as transportation for a student to get home to and/or from, for example, tutorial services or school-administered sports they participate in, are allowed. These transportation-related activities do not constitute an "excess" because they are not part of getting a child to and from school. A district may use all or part of its subgrant funding for this type of transportation; however, it must justify the need in its subgrant application.   

4. We have had the types of needs listed below arise before where transportation assistance would have helped with participation.  I would like to add this to our grant and budget, if allowable. 
· school athletic team participation
· after school tutoring (on campus)
· after school tutoring (off campus)
Is transportation support from school for the above reason an allowable item and three of our schools offer a FREE after school program 3:00 - 6:00 in which academic tutoring, homework support, SEL activities, snack and supper are included.  Unfortunately, this program does not provide transportation home from the school.  Therefore, our neediest students (including our students identified as homeless) have not been able to participate due to needing transportation home from school.  Is this an allowable activity for subgrant funds to be used for transportation for identified students, if transportation is the barrier for their participation?



Yes, the activities you have listed and the need for transportation of your identified students to participate in these activities can be paid for with subgrant funding. Transportation for a student to get to and from programs such as tutorial services, before- and after-school programs (e.g., 21st Century programs), or other school-administered programs (e.g., sports and educational programs in which a student participates) is allowed. These transportation-related activities do not constitute an "excess cost" because they are not part of getting a child to and from the school of origin. A district may use all or part of its subgrant funding for this type of transportation; however, it must justify the need in its subgrant application.   When including these activities in your application, please be as detailed as possible and include data, amounts, and other supporting information. One final reminder, students who are not experiencing homelessness cannot have services provided to them using subgrant funding.

5. On attachment C: What do we use for data sources? I used my needs assessment as the data source, but I'm not sure if I need additional sources.
Use the data submitted in either PowerSchool or Infinite Campus for this year in this document. In the column labeled "Data Source," you will list Power School or Infinite Campus. Other "Data Sources" you may list include, but are not limited to, LEA data, student data (e.g., attendance and academic records), transportation data, and child nutrition data.  Other sources may include county poverty data and local programs you collaborate with, etc. 

6. In the grant details, question #2, it does not specifically include "pre-k" students who are "enrolled." Where should this number be entered?
Include your students that are enrolled in a “pre-k” school administered program with your kindergarten counts. The system will be updated to reflect "pre-K & kindergarten” numbers should be added in one field. 

7. Are preschool counts included in determining the Tier our LEA qualifications? I want to check on the 0-3 and 3-5 numbers. 
The answer is yes.  Tiers for the subgrant cycle are based on the total official count that an LEA submitted via PowerSchool or Infinite Campus for the 2024-2025SY.  All preschool homeless school identifications that were entered into PowerSchool or Infinite Campus for that academic school year will need to be included in that submission count.



8. What does “ungraded” mean?
McKinney-Vento qualifying siblings are students identified as homeless, are of school age but not enrolled in school, therefore are classified as ungraded.  

9. Does the school with the most identified students have to be the lead, or can any of the three school be the lead?
The LEA with the most students identified as homeless is identified as the lead in a consortium; however, there have been cases where all districts agreed that another LEA within the consortium should be the lead. This decision is usually made when the consortium agrees that one LEA has an internal support system that is better suited to manage the subgrant requirements (i.e., budgets, documenting, reporting on the grant). When this occurs, it is recommended that documentation of the reason why the LEA was selected over the one with the largest count should be included with the required signature pages of the consortium. 

10. If you apply with another district as a consortium, do you qualify for the tier your district falls in or everyone together?
A consortium application is eligible for the tier that the total number of all the districts applying collectively has from their submission of homeless students in PowerSchool or Infinite Campus during the 2024-2025SY.

11. I have to complete the grant and my Director inputs into CCIP.  She wants me to print this and fill it in; however. I can’t.  I did a narrative to go along with this form, but she wants it inputted into this form, like I can for the attachments.  Do you have a copy of this that I can use to input my information?
Download the application from CCIP. If you have access to convert PDFs into Word documents, then you could do this to fill in the form. Consider asking your CCIP administrator to assist you with obtaining a copy and converting it into a Word document for you. They could also consider changing your access rights to CCIP but that is a local decision. 
12. Why can’t I submit my application?
CCIP had been set to not allow the Chief Admin Approval to occur. It was changed on 1/16/2026 and you can now proceed with your submission.  
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